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Improving  Information  on  the  Availability 
Of  Federal  Statistical  Resources 

By  Warren  G.  Glimpse 


Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce 


Introduction 

With  the  growing  importance  and  quantities  of 
statistical  data  produced  by  the  U.S.  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment,  more  attention  is  being  focused  on  improving 
the  ability  of  the  data  user  to  access  and  use  Federal 
statistical  resources.  An  important  dimension  of  this 
activity  is  concerned  with  improving  the  ability  of  the 
data  user  to  determine  more  easily  the  availability, 
location,  and  other  attributes  of  statistical  data. 

For  many  years,  several  Federal  agencies  have 
prepared  lists  or  catalogs  of  public  use  statistical  data 
products  available  from  their  agency.',  ^  Comprehen¬ 
siveness,  quality,  and  timeliness  of  these  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  have  varied  considerably.  Data  users 
familiar  with  these  agencies  and  their  products  can 
often  use  the  data  product  lists  or  catalogs  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  personal  agency  contacts  to  obtain  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  availability  of  specific  data.  Very  few  of 
these  catalogs  or  reference  products  document  the 
availability  of  specific  data  items  or  series. 

Many  Federal  agencies,  however,  do  not  routinely 
prepare  lists  or  descriptions  of  statistical  data 
products  which  they  produce.  This  is  most  notably 
the  case  for  statistical  data  files  which  are  often 
regarded  as  secondary  or  by-products.  MoreoveV, 
many  data  users  are  not  sufficiently  knowledgeable  of 
Federal  statistical  producing  agencies  to  obtain 
available  lists  nor  able  to  use  personal  contacts  effec¬ 
tively.  The  inability  of  data  users  to  learn  what 
products  are  available  from  the  Federal  Government 


'  A  Framework  for  Planning  U.S.  Federal  Statistics  for  the  I980’s,  Office 
of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  Washington,  D.C.,  1978. 

'  Guide  to  Federal  Statistical  Directories,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.C.,  1978. 


has  been  cited  many  times  as  a  barrier  to  effective  use 
of  existing  statistical  resources.’  As  it  stands  today,  no 
sufficiently  comprehensive  procedure  exists  for  users 
to  learn  what  Federal  statistical  data  products  are 
available  or  how  to  acquire  them. 

Larger  volumes  of  Federal  statistical  data  are  being 
produced  and  disseminated  in  machine-readable 
form.  In  some  instances  these  data  are  not  published 
in  other  media  such  as  printed  reports  or  microform. 
Data  files  are  prepared  in  accordance  with  varying 
standards.  The  quality  and  scope  of  documentation 
for  the  data  files,  as  well  as  for  data  items  contained  in 
the  files,  vary  considerably.  In  smaller  agencies  and 
statistical  units,  very  important  and  costly  data  files 
are  produced  which  are  not  promoted  or  marketed  in 
any  substantive  way.  Each  of  these  circumstances 
contributed  to  problems  faced  by  the  data  user  in 
determining  the  availability  of  the  needed  data. 

In  this  article,  several  current  activities  will  be 
reviewed  which  are  now  underway  to  address  these 
needs  and  problem  areas.  Much  of  this  effort  seeks  to 
improve  indexing,  cataloging,  and  related  information 
clearinghouse  processes.  Each  of  the  present  activities 
are  important  steps  in  narrowing  the  information  gap 
on  determining  availability  of  Federal  statistical  data. 
However,  none  of  the  current  activities  can  be 
represented  as  sufficiently  comprehensive  in  terms  of 
coverage  of  data  products  produced  by  the  Federal 
Government,  let  alone  including  essential  locational 
and  other  characteristics  of  data  items  or  series.  An 
evaluation  of  the  current  activities  leads  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  an  improved  centralized  inquiry  handling 
service  and/or  statistical  information  locator  system 
are  needed  to  achieve  major  improvements  in  access¬ 
ing  Federal  statistical  data> 


’  State  Data  Meeds  Assessment  Project — Fitutl  Report,  National  Gover¬ 
nors’  Association,  Washington,  D.C.,  1979. 
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Directories,  Catalogs  and  Indexes 

Most  directories  and  catalogs  of  Federal  statistical 
products  include  primarily  data  released  in  the  form 
of  printed  reports.  While  several  data  file  directories 
have  been  prepared,  they  do  not  conform  to  standards 
for  describing  the  data  files.  Whether  for  printed 
reports  or  data  files,  most  directories  or  catalogs  are 
oriented  toward  a  specific  set  of  statistical  program 
products  or  programs  of  a  particular  agency  which  are 
not  comprehensive. 

Directories  and  catalogs  normally  provide  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  data  products,  for  example,  a  printed 
report,  data  file,  or  microform.  Indexes  typically 
provide  information  on  specific  data  items  or  series. 
The  American  Statistics  Index*  is  one  of  the  more  com¬ 
prehensive  sources  of  information  concerning  the 
availability  of  Federal  statistical  data.  Yet,  the 
American  Statistics  Index  does  not  include  an  index  to 
data  which  are  released  in  machine-readable  form. 

One  of  the  most  significant  indexes  produced  for 
data  contained  on  machine-readable  data  files  was  the 
Index  to  1970  Census  Summary  Tapes. ^  While  plans  are 
underway  for  the  development  of  a  similar  index  to 
the  1980  census  products,  the  indexes  are  restricted  to 
the  major  decennial  summary  statistics  files.  Users  in¬ 
experienced  with  using  indexes  to  statistical  data  have 
found  the  index  to  the  decennial  data  difficult  to  use 
due  to  its  relatively  complex  nomenclature  and  as¬ 
sumptions  about  the  user  and  uses  of  the  index.  This 
experience  suggests  that  indexes  to  complex  sets  of 
statistical  data  require  improvements  in  presentation 
and  format  or  alternative  means  of  documenting 
available  data  at  the  data  item  level. 

Standards  for  Data  File  Description 
and  Documentation 

Issues  concerning  the  improvement  of  information 
on  the  availability  of  machine-readable  data  files  were 
discussed  in  some  depth  at  the  Airlie  House 
Conference  on  Cataloging  and  Information  Services 
for  Machine-Readable  Data  Files  in  March  1978.‘  As 
a  result  of  this  conference,  a  small  Federal  interagency 
working  group  was  established  to  develop  standards 

'  American  Statistics  Index  1979,  Congressional  Information  Service, 
Inc.,  Washington,  D.C.,  1979. 

'  Index  to  the  1970  Census  Summary  Tapes,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.C.,  1973. 

‘  Report  on  the  Conference  of  Cataloguing  and  Information  Services  for 
Machine-Readable  Data  Files,  Edited  by  Data  Use  and  Access 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  Arlington,  Va.,  1978. 
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for  statistical  data  file  bibliographic  citation  and 
abstracts.  These  standards  would  be  used  in  the 
preparation  of  bibliographic  citations  for  available 
public-use  data  files  produced  by  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

.During  the  follow-on  effort  to  the  Airlie  House 
Conference,  procedural  guidelines  were  developed  by 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  preparation  of 
bibliographic  citation  and  abstracts  for  statistical  data 
files.  These  procedures  were  presented  for  review  and 
comment  to  several  agencies  and  others  outside  the 
Government.  The  proposed  standards  and  procedures, 
were  tested  by  several  Federal  agencies.  Comments 
and  recommendations  have  been  incorporated  into  a 
revised  set  of  procedural  guidelines.’ 

The  Census  Bureau  has  applied  these  procedures  to 
develop  a  directory  of  Census  Bureau  public-use  files. 
Other  agencies,  including  the  National  Archives  and 
Records  Service  and  the  General  Accounting  Office 
are  also  now  in  the  process  of  applying  these 
procedures  to  data  files  which  they  produce  or 
describe. 

The  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stan¬ 
dards  has  been  evaluating  alternative  approaches  to 
using  these  standardized  procedures  and  guidelines 
for  use  in  developing  a  more  comprehensive  directory 
of  Federal  statistical  data  files.  An  assessment  of  the 
test  applications  reveals  that  the  process  of  preparing 
citation  and  file  description  is  a  highly  time  consum¬ 
ing  process.  Some  files  require  as  much  as  four  to  six 
hours.  The  process  also  requires  involvement  of  staff 
experienced  with  structure  and  use  of  these  types  of 
statistical  products. 

The  development  of  standardized  procedures  for 
the  preparation  of  bibliographic  citations  of  data  files 
is  a  step  toward  the  development  of  a  more  com¬ 
prehensive  directory  of  Federal  statistical  data  files.  A 
directory  is  now  being  developed  which  will  be  similar 
to  the  directory  of  data  files  prepared  by  the  National 
Technical  Information  Service,®  but  would  include 
more  statistically  relevant  information. 

Important  follow-on  steps  to  developing  and  main¬ 
taining  the  directory  include  establishing  and 
implementing  standards  for  preparation  of  data  file 
technical  documentation  and  a  more  comprehensive 

'“Standardized  Procedures  for  Preparation  of  Bibliographic 
Entry  and  Abstracts  for  Federal  Machine- Readable  Data  Files,” 
Barbara  J.  Aldrich  and  Warren  G.  Glimpse,  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.C.,  1979. 

"  Directory  of  Computerized  Data  Files  and  Computer  Software,  National 
Technical  Information  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce, 
Washington,  D.C.,  1974.  Other  editions  also  produced. 
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process  for  acquiring  information  about  all  available 
major  Federal  statistical  products. 

Data  Element  Dictionaries 

To  be  of  maximum  utility,  a  guide  for  locating 
statistical  data  should  provide  detailed  attributes  of 
specific  data  items.  This  information  should  include 
the  data  item  or  variable  name,  statistical  attributes, 
location,  reference  dates,  caveats,  and  source  informa¬ 
tion.  Various  types  of  machine-readable  data  element 
dictionary  files  have  been  developed  which  are  used  to 
describe  the  variables  and  fields  contained  on  as¬ 
sociated  statistical  data  file(s).  The  Census  Bureau 
now  prepares  data  element  dictionary  files  for  major 
public-use  files  released. 

A  standardized  data  element  dictionary  file,  which 
could  be  developed  for  both  machine-readable  and 
other  types  of  statistical  data  products,  could  serve  as 
the  basis  for  describing  and  documenting  the '  in¬ 
dividual  data  items.  Keyword  searches  could  be  per¬ 
formed  on  selected  attributes  of  data  items  which  had 
been  transcribed  into  the  data  element  dictionary  file. 
Such  dictionary  files  could  then  be  integrated  with  the 
machine-readable  version  of  a  directory  of  Federal 
statistical  products.  This  process  would  then  provide 
the  user  with  two  levels  of  information:  (1)  a  descrip¬ 
tion  and  source  of  the  data  product  containing  the 
statistical  data  of  interest  and  (2)  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  data  item(s).  For  the  more  detailed  data 
item  description,  the  user  would  need  to  consult  the 
technical  documentation  for  the  file. 

Data  element  dictionary  files  can  be  used  to  prepare 
an  important  component  of  the  technical  documenta¬ 
tion  for  the  data  file.  Printout  from  the  dictionary  file 
provides  basic  record  layout  information  in  addition 
to  other  essential  information  concerning  the  data 
items  and  fields. 

The  data  element  dictionary  file  can  also  be  used 
with  computer  software  to  access  and  process  data 
files.  Labeling  and  similar  descriptive  information  can 
be  obtained  from  the  dictionary  file.  This  type  of 
processing  would  be  analogous  to  the  use  of  dictionary 
files  in  data  base  management  systems. 

Clearinghouse  Mechanisms 

Growing  attention  to  the  need  for  standards  and  the 
development  of  a  more  comprehensive  list  of  available 
data  products  are  symptomatic  of  the  need  for  more 
information  on  the  availability  of  Federal  statistical 
data  products.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the 
best  solution  is  merely  a  more  comprehensive  catalog 
nor  the  availability  of  standards.  Many  of  the  more 
comprehensive  catalogs  or  directories  of  information 
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go  unused  by  the  data  user  community.  Standards  are 
often  not  uniformly  or  comprehensively  applied.  In¬ 
formation  clearinghouse  mechanisms  may  be  a  better 
answer  to  locating  information  about  statistical  data. 

Several  types  of  clearinghouse  mechanisms  now  ex¬ 
ist.  The  Association  of  Public  Data  Users  has 
developed  a  directory  of  statistical  data  files  main¬ 
tained  by  its  members.  The  directory  provides  infor¬ 
mation  about  data  files  held  by  members  and  is  in¬ 
tended  to  facilitate  data  file  access  and  interchange 
among  the  members.  Other  types  of  consortia  of  data 
users  for  the  sharing  and  interchange  of  statistical 
data  files  also  exist. 

The  Census  Bureau  State  Data  Center  Program  in¬ 
cludes  a  data  file  and  computer  software  clearing¬ 
house  so  that  State  data  centers  can  more  easily  learn 
of  the  availability  of  needed  files  or  software.’ 
Ultimately,  this  process  might  be  reinforced  with  the 
use  of  bibliographic  citation  standards.  This  clearing¬ 
house  is  now  just  being  established  and  represents  the 
most  broad-based  Federal-State  cooperative  clearing¬ 
house  mechanism  for  statistical  products. 

The  Federal  Government  has  made  a  number  of  ef¬ 
forts  to  generally  improve  information  about  govern¬ 
ment  information  products  through  central  or  central¬ 
ly  coordinated  decentralized  inquiry  handling  ser¬ 
vices.  These  programs  include  the  Federal  Informa¬ 
tion  Centers,  National  Technical  Information  Service 
Program,  Government  Depository  Library  program, 
and  others.  Each  of  these  programs  offer  significant 
assistance  to  the  potential  user.  However,  inquiries 
regarding  statistical  products  or  programs  frequently 
go  unanswered  or  are  referred  to  a  statistical  agency 
contact  which  may  or  may  not  be  the  appropriate  con¬ 
tact  point. 

Establishment  of  a  centralized  statistical  inquiry 
handling  office  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Office 
of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards.  If  es¬ 
tablished,  users  could  contact  this  office  with  ques¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  the  availability,  acquisition,  or  use 
of  Federal  statistical  data  products.  While  many  in¬ 
quiries  would  still  need  to  be  referred  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  statistical  agency  to  obtain  the  ultimate  in¬ 
formation,  this  process  would  provide  an  identifiable 
point  of  contact  for  users  unfamiliar  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  agency  to  contact.  Moreover,  many  in¬ 
quiries  could  be  answered,  or  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion  provided,  directly  through  the  central  inquiry 
handling  office.  Such  an  office  would  not  eliminate  the 


’  Warren  G.  Glimpse,  “The  State  Data  Center  Program  and  Is¬ 
sues  Concerning  State  and  Local  Demography,’’  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  1979. 
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need  for  counterpart  locations  in  each  agency.  Indeed, 
it  may  require  some  agencies  to  strengthen  or 
systematize  their  program  in  this  area. 

Issues  Concerning  a  Statistical 
Information  Locator  System 

Each  of  the  information  clearinghouse  processes 
discussed  can  enhance  the  ability  of  the  user  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  availability  of  needed  Federal  statistical 
data.  However,  unless  a  process  is  devised  to  routinely 
catalog  and  maintain  information  about  Federal 
statistical  data  products  and  data  items,  none  of  these 
processes  can  function  in  a  reasonably  comprehensive 
manner.  For  example,  staff  located  in  a  central  in¬ 
quiry  office  would  still  need  access  to  information 
about  available  data  products  and  data  items  to  res¬ 
pond  to  user  inquiries.  A  Federal  statistical  locator 
system  may  be  the  primary  solution  to  this  problem. 

The  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  (OMB)  has 
initiated  an  effort  to  further  evaluate  and  examine  the 
feasibility  of  a  Federal  Information  Locator  System 
(FILS).'“  This  project  was  undertaken  by  OMB  as  a 
result  of  the  recommendations  from  the  Commission 
on  Federal  Paperwork  to  develop  improved  informa¬ 
tion  on  overlapping,  redundant,  and  unnecessary 
reporting  forms  and  other  information  collection 
processes  in  an  effort  to  minimize  public  reporting 
and  paperwork  burdens.  FILS  may  provide  an 
umbrella  framework  for  establishment  of  a  statistical 
information  locator  system  (SILS).  However,  the 
primary  objectives  of  FILS  would  not  necessarily  be 
coincident  with  those  of  SILS. 

SILS  might  operate  in  each  of  the  areas  of  Federal 
statistical  data  collection,  production,  and  access.  If 
implemented,  SILS  would  be  integrated  with  the  ob¬ 
jectives  and  operation  of  the  statistical  forms 
clearance  process.  More  germane  to  data  access  is¬ 
sues,  SILS  may  provide  substantial  improvements  in 
the  ability  of  data  users  to  locate  needed  statistical 
data  which  are  produced  by  Federal  agencies. 
Through  SILS,  users  could  reduce  time  and  costs  in 
searching  for  essential  data.  Potential  users  of  the  data 
could  be  more  assured  of  a  thorough  review  of  all 
Federal  statistical  data  available.  ' 

One  concern  of  many  Federal  agencies  has  been 
that  of  obtaining  sufficient  validation  of  the  accuracy 
of  data  before  releasing  them.  In  turn,  this  has 
resulted  in  some  reluctance  to  promote  the  availability 
of  data  even  more  in  general.  SILS  would  also  need  to 


The  Federal  Information  Locator  System,  Commission  on  Federal 
Paperwork,  Washington,  D.C.,  1977. 


include  a  data  validation  procedure  so  that  potential 
users  could  better  determine,  a  priori,  the  caveats  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  data. 

SILS  would  include  information  on  specific  data 
items  collected,  tabulated  and  disseminated,  or  hav¬ 
ing  potential  to  be  tabulated  by  Federal  statistical 
agencies.  Users  could  ascertain  the  availability  of  data 
by  subject  matter,  time,  or  geography  for  all  types  of 
media  used  or  access  mechanisms. 

The  implementation  of  SILS  will  face  major 
developmental  difficulties.  There  is  the  question  on 
how  to  update  the  system.  A  standardized  thesaurus 
of  statistical  terms  and  nomenclature  needs  to  be 
developed  and  adopted.  There  are  questions  concern¬ 
ing  the  degree  and  extent  of  the  detail  that  needs  to  be 
collected  and  documented  about  the  statistical 
program  as  well  as  the  data  item  or  series.  Most 
significant  is  the  question  of  cost  and  evaluation  of 
alternative  structures  and  approaches  to  the 
operational  use  of  SILS. 

The  development  of  a  statistical  information  locator 
system  and  a  centralized  inquiry  handling  service  are 
processes  which  will  be  furthered  examined  and 
evaluated  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy 
and  Standards  during  the  upcoming  months.  While 
no  decision  has  yet  been  made  to  implement  these 
processes,  the  fundamental  concepts  have  been  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  President’s  Reorganization  Project  on 
the  Federal  statistical  system.  If  established,  the 
results  of  those  activities  are  expected  to  contribute 
substantially  to  the  ability  of  the  data  user  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  availability,  usability,  and  location  of  the 
needed  statistical  data. 

Other  Dimensions  to 
Data  Access  Improvement 

This  article  has  dealt  with  only  one  of  several  major 
areas  concerning  needed  improvements  in  Federal 
statistical  data  access  programs.  Development  of 
improvements  in  this  and  other  areas  need  to  be  es¬ 
tablished  in  accordance  with  a  broader  Federal 
statistical  data  access  and  user  services  policy 
framework.  Formulation  of  this  policy  is  an  objective 
of  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stan¬ 
dards  during  fiscal  year  1980.  Matters  concerning 
data  user  education  and  training  programs,  statistical 
product  promotion,  user  communications,  public- 
private  sector  responsibilities,  Federal-State 
cooperative  and  outreach  programs,  and  dissemina¬ 
tion  and  user  acquisition  of  statistical  data  are  among 
the  elements  to  be  addressed  in  formulating  a  broader 
and  more  comprehensive  Federal  statistical  data  ac¬ 
cess  and  user  service  program. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


REVISIONS  IN  MAJOR  MONTHLY  SURVEY 
OF  U.S.  MANUFACTURING  ACTIVITY 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  released  its 
annual  publication  revising  monthly  “Manufacturers’ 
Shipments,  Inventories,  and  Orders”  (M3)  estimates. 
The  primary  purpose  of  this  publication  is  the  revision 
of  seasonally  adjusted  data  based  on  updated  seasonal 
factors  utilizing  data  through  December  1978.  Revi¬ 
sions  to  estimates  prior  to  1967  have  been  omitted 
from  this  report,  since  changes  in  seasonal  factors  for 
earlier  years  were  not  significant. 

In  addition,  the  data  in  this  report  reflect  a  number 
of  revisions  to  the  seasonally  unadjusted  data  for 
specific  industry  categories  as  follows: 

Both  the  defense  and  nondefense  components  of  the 
aircraft  and  parts  industry  were  revised  to  correct 
reporting  errors  in  shipments,  new  orders,  and  un¬ 
filled  orders  beginning  with  1969.  These  errors  have 
been  corrected  for  all  subsequent  months. 

Revisions  to  new  and  unfilled  orders  for  the  ship¬ 
building  and  military  tank  vehicles  category  reflect 
the  settlements  of  claims  by  shipbuilders  against  the 
Navy,  which  were  finalized  in  the  last  quarter  of 
1978. 

Beginning  with  January  1977,  the  nondefense  com¬ 
ponent  of  complete  aircraft  manufacturers  was 
stratified  to  estimate  unfilled  orders  of  small 
manufacturers  independently  from  large  manufac¬ 
turers.  The  purpose  of  the  revision  was  to  avoid  es¬ 
timating  trends  in  new  and  unfilled  orders  for  small 
manufacturers  not  reporting  in  the  survey  based  on 
trends  for  large  manufacturers,  which  are  subject  to 
sharp  month-to-month  fluctuations  and  which  have 
experienced  large  increases  in  orders  in  recent 
years. 

A  similar  report  (M3-1.7)  issued  last  year 
benchmarked  the  shipments  and  inventory  data 
through  December  1976  to  the  1976  Annual  Survey  of 
Manufactures  (ASM).  However,  since  the  1977  ASM 
was  conducted  as  part  of  the  1977  (quinquennial) 
Census  of  Manufactures,  for  which  final  results  are 
not  yet  available,  it  was  not  possible  to  update  the  sur¬ 


vey  benchmark  at  this  time.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
next  report  in  this  series,  to  be  issued  next  year,  will 
benchmark  the  data  to  both  the  1977  Census  and  the 
1978  ASM.  Copies  of  the  report,  “Manufacturers’ 
Shipments,  Inventories,  and  Orders  1967-1978 
(Revised),  M3-1 .8,”  may  be  obtained  from  Subscriber 
Services  Section  (Publications),  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
Washington,  D.C.  20233  for  $2.00  per  copy.  (RUTH 
RUNYAN,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
CO.M.MERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-2502.) 

CODE  STANDARD  FOR  U.S.  INDUSTRIES 
ISSUED  BY  NBS 

To  expedite  computer  processing  and  interchange 
of  U.S.  economic  data,  the  National  Bureau  of  Stan¬ 
dards  Institute  for  Computer  Sciences  and  Tech¬ 
nology  has  issued  a  standard  for  codes  for 
representing  U.S.  industries. 

Published  as  Federal  Information  Processing  Stan¬ 
dards  Publication  (FIPS  PUB)  66,  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  { SIC)  Codes,  the  standard  codes  are 
designed  for  use  in  the  Federal  Government’s  data 
processing  and  statistical  information  systems.  They 
will  be  utilized  when  information  is  exchanged 
between  Federal  agencies  and  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  public. 

The  SIC  codes  are  maintained  by  the  Office  of 
Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  Department 
of  Commerce,  the  office  to  which  this  function  was 
transferred  from  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budg¬ 
et,  where  the  SIC  was  develped.  The  classification 
covers  the  entire  field  of  U.S.  economic  acitivities. 

The  standard  industrial  classification  system  clas¬ 
sifies  establishments  by  the  type  of  activity  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 

FIPS  PUB  66,  Standard  Industrial  Classification  ( SIC) 
Codes,  is  available  from  the  National  Technical  Infor¬ 
mation  Service,  5285  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield, 
Virginia  22161.  When  ordering  refer  to  NBS-FIPS- 
PUB  66  and  title.  The  price  of  paper  copy  is  $4.50; 
microfiche  costs  $3.00.  (HARRY  WHITE,  NATIONAL 
BUREAU  OF  STANDARDS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  921-3157.) 
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IMPACT  OF  BANK  HOLDING  COMPANIES 
ON  COMPETITION  AND  PERFORMANCE 
IN  BANKING  MARKETS 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  recently  prepared  a 
staff  paper  entitled,  “Impact  of  Bank  Holding  Com¬ 
panies  on  Competition  and  Performance  in  Banking 
Markets,”  which  is  briefly  summarized  below. 

During  the  past  decade,  bank  holding  companies 
have  become  prominent  in  the  commercial  banking 
industry.  The  increasing  significance  of  this  form  of 
organization  raises  numerous  and  largely  unanswered 
empirical  questions.  Specifically,  one  important  ques¬ 
tion  for  regulatory  policy  concerns  the  impact  that 
bank  holding  companies  have  on  competition  and  per¬ 
formance  in  commercial  banking  markets. 

This  study  focuses  on  the  general  proposition  that 
bank  holding  company  participation  in  banking 
markets  will  have  procompetitive  effects,  which  in 
turn  will  lead  to  superior  overall  market  performance. 
The  empirical  investigation  uses  multivariate  regres¬ 
sion  analysis  for  statistical  testing  purposes  on  a  sam¬ 
ple  of  184  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas 
(SMSA’s).  Nine  alternative  measures  of  market  par¬ 
ticipation  by  bank  holding  companies  are  used  to 
determine  whether  bank  holding  companies  influence 
market  rivalry  as  measured  by  mobility  and  turnover 
among  the  largest  five  firms  in  the  market.  Further, 
the  tests  include  nine  different  measures  of  market 
performance;  one  group  measures  market  perfor¬ 
mance  in  terms  of  economic  criteria,  that  is,  allocative 
efficiency,  and  the  other  group  measures  performance 
in  terms  of  public  policy  criteria.  The  results  indicate 
that  the  regression  models  perform  reasonably  well 
with  respect  to  the  anticipated  signs  and  statistical 
significance  of  many  coefficients. 

The  findings  from  this  study  suggest  several  ten¬ 
tative  conclusions.  In  major  banking  markets 
(SMSA’s),  bank  holding  company  banks  are  not 
generally  aggressive  competitors  and  may  even 
weaken  rivalry  and  lead  to  inferior  market  perfor¬ 
mance.  Thus,  some  of  the  procompetitive  benefits 
claimed  in  bank  holding  company  acquisition  ap¬ 
plications  may  not  materialize.  Moreover,  the  bank¬ 
ing  authorities  or  the  Federal  and  state  legislatures 
should  not  generally  assume  that  adopting  the 
holding  company  approach  in  liberalizing  banking 
laws  will  yield  public  benefits  in  terms  of  improving 
the  overall  rivalry  and  performance  of  commercial 
banking  markets. 

Copies  of  this  staff  paper  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Publications  Unit,  Federal  Reserve  Board,  20th  Street 
and  Constitution  Avenue,  N.W.  Washington,  D.C. 
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20551.  (Helen  l.  Hulen,  division  of  support 
SERVICES,  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD,  telephone  (202) 
452-3244.) 

WOMEN’S  LABOR  FORCE  ACTIVITY 
IN  METROPOLITAN  AND 
NON-METROPOLITAN  AREAS 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  recently 
published  a  detailed  national  study  of  women’s  labor 
force  activity  in  metropolitan  and  non-metropolitan 
areas.  The  report  describes  trends  and  patterns  in 
women’s  labor  force  participation,  employment 
growth,  and  occupation  and  industry  of  employment. 

The  report  points  out  that  women  accounted  for  89 
percent  of  employment  growth  during  the  sixties  in 
nonmetropolitan  areas  compared  with  only  58  percent 
in  metropolitan  areas.  The  number  of  employed  non¬ 
metropolitan  women  increased  by  almost  2  million 
during  the  decade.  Women  experienced  large  employ¬ 
ment  gains  in  professional  services  and  large  declines 
in  personal  services.  Manufacturing  contributed  more 
employment  for  women  in  nonmetropolitan  than  in 
metropolitan  areas. 

Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan  differences  in  labor 
force  participation  narrowed  between  1960  and  1970; 
particularly  during  the  prime  working  ages. 
Nonmetropolitan  women  occupied  relatively  more 
lower  status  occupations  than  women  in  metropolitan 
areas.  Lower  status  occupations  accounted  for  the 
bulk  of  employment  gains  for  nonmetropolitan 
women — clerical,  35  percent;  service,  25  percent;  and 
operative,  20  percent. 

Single  free  copies  of  Labor  Force  Activity  of  Women  in 
Metropolitan  and  Nonmetropolitan  America,  Rural 
Development  Research  Report  No.  15  by  David  L. 
Brown  and  Jeanne  M.  O’Leary  are  available  from 
Micki  Weimerskirch,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Room  456  GHI  Building,  500  12th 
Street,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  (DAVID  L. 
BROWN,  ECONOMICS,  STATISTICS,  AND 
COOPERATIVES  SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
AGRICULTURE,  telephone  (202)  447-8145.) 

BLACK  POPULATION,  1790-1978 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  released  a  report  en¬ 
titled  “The  Social  and  Economic  Status  of  the  Black 
Population  in  the  United  States:  An  Historical  View, 
1790-1978.”  This  special  study  is  the  ninth  and 
longest  in  a  series  of  statistical  reports  on  the  status  of 
the  Black  population. 

The  historical  profile  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of 
this  report  which  is  presented  in  two  parts — the  first 
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covering  statistics  from  the  time  of  the  first  census  in 
1790  until  1975  and  the  second  covering  developments 
from  1975  to  1978.  The  report  examines  changes 
which  have  occurred  in  population  distribution,  in¬ 
come  levels,  labor  force,  employment,  education, 
family  composition,  mortality,  fertility,  housing, 
voting,  public  office-holding.  Armed  Forces  person¬ 
nel,  and  other  major  aspects  of  life. 

Most  of  the  data  presented  in  this  report  are  from 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  with  the  decennial  censuses 
and  Current  Population  Surveys  as  the  primary 
sources.  In  addition,  statistics  are  presented  from 
other  Federal  agencies  and  from  private  sources.  The 
study  assembles  in  one  report  data  which  have  been 
published  previously  in  many  different  volumes;  in 
order  to  achieve  historical  comparability,  some  of  the 
census  statistics  have  been  adjusted  from  those 
previously  published.  Still  other  data  from  the  Census 
Bureau  and  other  Federal  and  private  agencies  were 
specially  tabulated  or  prepared  for  inclusion  in  this 
report. 

The  report  shows  that  in  almost  every  area,  signifi¬ 
cant  progress  has  been  made  by  Black  Americans 
since  the  first  census  was  taken  in  1790.  Some  areas, 
however,  such  as  income,  employment,  and  health 
have  followed  an  erratic  pattern  of  development,  with 
significant  interruptions  of  upward  mobility.  In  1978, 
Blacks  in  this  country  remained  far  behind  Whites  in 
almost  every  social  and  economic  area. 

The  report  notes  that  there  was  little  change  in  the 
conditions  of  Blacks  until  the"  latter  part  of  the  1 9th 
century.  Some  of  the  progress  made  by  Blacks  during 
the  first  three  decades  of  the  20th  century  was  sub¬ 
stantially  diminished  by  the  Great  Depression.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  the  1940’s,  however,  significant  improvements 
were  again  noted;  the  recessions  of  the  middle  and 
late  1950’s  interrupted  some  of  the  gains. 

The  report  shows  that  in  the  mid-  and  late  1960’s, 
Blacks  made  major  social  and  economic  advances. 
Unlike  the  upward  mobility  pattern  of  the  1960’s,  the 
1970’s  present  a  mixed  picture  characterized  by  lags 
in  income  and  employment,  but  progress  in  some 
other  areas  such  as  education. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “The  Social  and  Economic 
Status  of  the  Black  Population  in  the  United  States: 
An  Historical  View,  1790-1978,”  Current  Population 
Reports,  P-23,  No.  80  ($4.50,  271  pages)  are  available 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402,  or 
from  Commerce  District  Offices  in  major  cities 
throughout  the  United  States.  Limited  copies  for  of¬ 
ficial  government  use  are  available  from  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census.  (NaMPEO  MCKENNEY  AND  DWIGHT 
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Johnson,  bureau  of  the  census,  department  of 
COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-7572.) 

LOCALIZED  SOCIAL  SECURITY  PROGRAM 
INFORMATION 

Social  Security  Cask  Benefits  and  Supplemental  Security  In¬ 
come  by  Code  Area  as  of  June  30,  1978,  has  been 
released  by  the  Social  Security  Administration’s  Of¬ 
fice  of  Research  and  Statistics.  The  10-volume  report 
presents  benefit  data  for  small  population  areas  by 
ZIP  codes  within  the  States  for  each  region.  It  is 
designed  for  use  by  Government  agencies  and  others 
in  need  of  localized  program  information. 

The  data  show  the  number  of  old-age,  survivors, 
and  disability  (OASDI)  beneficiaries  on  the  rolls;  by 
race  and  sex,  the  number  of  beneficiaries  with  adult- 
type  benefits;  the  number  of  beneficiaries  receiving 
child  benefits,  and  the  number  of  persons  with 
federally  administered  supplemental  security  income 
payments. 

For  the  five  Southwestern  States — Arizona,  Califor¬ 
nia,  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Texas — additional 
information  on  beneficiaries  with  Spanish  surnames 
are  shown. 

Data  for  specific  areas  in  Social  Security  Cash  Benefits 
and  Supplemental  Security  Income  by  i^IP  Code  Area  (HEW 
(SSA)  79-11935-45)  may  be  obtained  upon  request  to 
the  Claims  and  Benefit  Statistics  Branch,  Social 
Security  Administration,  Room  2-G-l,  Meadows 
East,  6300  Security  Boulevard,  Baltimore,  Maryland 
21235.  (Philip  r.  lerner,  social  security 

ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCA¬ 
TION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (301)  594-0387.) 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  COMMISSIONER 
REPORTS  ON  MAJOR  ISSUES 

Social  Security  Commissioner  Stanford  G.  Ross’ 
report  on  current  major  issues  confronting  social 
security  worldwide  is  presented  in  the  August  issue  of 
the  Social  Security  Bulletin.  Reflecting  recent  discussions 
by  the  Commissioner  with  officials  in  France,  Ger¬ 
many,  Sweden,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  Ross  says 
serious  financing  problems  are  making  themselves  felt 
everywhere  and  are  the  major  preoccupation  of  social 
security  policymakers. 

Limited  economic  growth  and  the  need  for  austerity 
in  government  budgets  are  causing  concern  about  the 
ability  to  maintain  existing  benefit  levels.  In  addition 
to  financing  problems  there  have  been  major  social 
changes  such  as  the  increasing  participation  of  women 
in  the  workforce  and  the  growing  diversity  of  family 
structure.  Structural  changes  are  required  if  social 
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security  is  to  provide  equitable  treatment  under  new 
realities. 

Reprints  of  “Social  Security:  A  Worldwide  Issue” 
by  Commissioner  Stanford  G.  Ross  from  the  August 
1979  Social  Security  Bulletin  are  available  from  Publica¬ 
tions  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics,  Social 
Security  Administration,  Room  1120  Universal  North 
Building,  Washington  D.C.  20009,  telephone  (202) 
673-6209.  (Robert  Robinson,  social  security 
ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCA¬ 
TION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  673-5576.) 

NEW  STUDY  OF  AFDC  RECIPIENTS 

Summary  results  of  the  Social  Security  Administra¬ 
tion’s  latest  survey  of  recipients  in  the  Aid  to  Families 
With  Dependent  Children  program  have  been 
published  in  an  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics 
release:  AFDC:  A  Chartbook.  Based  on  data  collected 
in  March  1977,  ♦he  results  obtained  provide  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  characteristics  of  recipients  and  their 
families  and,  when  compared  to  earlier  surveys,  make 
it  possible  to  plot  caseload  changes  over  time. 

Among  the  findings:  most  AFDC  families  have  few 
children.  Sixty-eight  percent  had  two  children  or  less. 
More  than  half  the  AFDC  mothers  were  under  age  30. 
Many  AFDC  mothers  worked:  about  1  in  7  had  either 
full-  or  part-time  jobs;  1  in  10  was  seeking  work.  Four 
in  10,  however,  could  not  work  because  they  were 
needed  at  home  to  care  for  small  children. 

Additional  findings  from  this  survey  will  be  released 
at  a  later  date  in  two  detailed  reports. 

Single  copies  of  the  publication  AFDC:  A  Chartbook 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of 
Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administra¬ 
tion,  Room  1 120  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Con¬ 
necticut  Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009; 
telephone  (202)  673-5209.  (ROBERT  E.  ROBINSON, 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT 
OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone 
(202)  673-5579.) 

IMPACT  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  MATH 
ON  COLLEGE  CAREER 

The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics  has 
released  another  bulletin  in  its  series  on  the  National 
Longitudinal  Study.  The  Relationship  Between  Participa¬ 
tion  in  Mathematics  at  the  High  School  Level  and  Entry  into 
Quantitative  Fields  summarizes  the  available  data  on 
achievement  and  participation  in  mathematics  by 
women  and  minority  groups  who  were  members  of  the 
high  school  class  of  1972.  Three  followup  surveys  on 
this  sample  provide  information  on  post-secondary 


educational  attainment  and  field  of  study.  Single 
copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  Longitudinal  Studies  Branch,  National  Center  for 
Education  Statistics,  Room  3137,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202.  (O.  JEAN 
BRANDES,  NATIONAL  CENTER  FOR  EDUCATION 
STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION 
AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  472-5026.) 

EXTENDED  CARE  IN  THE  VA 

The  Reports  and  Statistics  Service,  Veterans  Ad¬ 
ministration,  recently  released  the  sixth  publication  in 
a  series  of  reports  entitled  Extended  Care  Facilities  Census 
Data:  1969  through  1978.  The  report  describes  social, 
demographic,  and  medical  characteristics  of  extended 
care  patients  and  patient-members  for  the  10  years 
under  study. 

The  selected  social  and  demographic  charac¬ 
teristics  examined  are  age,  sex  and  race  composition 
of  the  population,  period  of  military  service,  and  the 
compensation  and  pension  status  of  the  veterans. 
Other  items  examined  include  the  principal  diagnosis 
of  patients  and  patient-members  and  their  attained 
stay.  The  costs  to  the  VA  for  care  provided  in  the  ex¬ 
tended  care  facilities.  Extended  care  facilities  include 
VA,  community  and  state  home  nursing  homes,  VA 
and  state  home  domiciliaries,  and  state  home 
hospitals. 

Copies  of  the  report  may  be  obtained  from  Glenda 
Wright,  Biometrics  Division  (042A2),  Reports  and 
Statistics  Service,  Veterans  Administration,  810  Ver¬ 
mont  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20420, 
telephone  (202)  389-3846.  (HOWARD  J.  SHARON, 
REPORTS  AND  STATISTICS  SERVICE,  VETERANS 
ADMINISTRATION,  telephone  DU9-2423.) 

WORKSHOP  ON  SEASONAL  ADJUSTMENT 

On  August  21,  1979  a  Workshop  on  Seasonal  Ad¬ 
justment  was  held  at  the  Federal  Reserve  Board.  The 
main  objective  of  the  workshop  was  to  review  the 
results  of  experiments  with  the  application  of  the  X- 
11-ARIMA  seasonal  adjustment  method  in  various 
areas  of  economic  statistics  including  industrial 
production,  monetary  aggregates,  labor  force,  foreign 
trade,  retail  trade,  manufacturers  shipments,  inven¬ 
tories  and  orders,  and  wholesale  prices.  Participants 
from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis,  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  and 
the  Federal  Reserve  Board  attended  the  workshop. 
(KENNETH  ARMITAGE,  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD, 
telephone  (202)  452-2570.) 
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HEALTH  RESOURCES  STATISTICS, 
1976-77  EDITION 

The  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics  recently 
released  Health  Resources  Statistics,  1976-77  edition. 
This  is  the  ninth  edition  of  the  periodic  reports  on 
health  manpower  and  health  facilities.  It  is  designed 
to  provide  current  and  comprehensive  data  on  a  wide 
range  of  health  areas. 

The  first  part  of  the  publication  presents  the  latest 
available  statistics  for  the  occupations  designated  as 
“health  manpower,”  including  physicians,  dentists, 
registered  nurses,  and  pharmacists,  as  well  as  those  in 
the  various  health  occupations  known  collectively  as 
allied  health  manpower. 

The  second  part  of  the  publication  presents 
statistics  on  “inpatient  health  facilities,”  including 
hospitals,  nursing  care  and  related  homes,  homes  for 
the  mentally  retarded,  schools  for  the  handicapped, 
resident  treatment  centers  for  alcoholics  and  drug 
abusers,  and  all  other  inpatient  health  facilities  in  the 
United  States. 

The  third  part  of  the  publication  deals  with 
statistics  on  “outpatient  and  nonpatient  health  ser¬ 
vices”  including  clinical  laboratories,  family  planning 
services,  group  practices,  hospital  outpatient  services, 
pharmacies,  and  other  health  facilities  and  services. 

The  publication  presents  the  most  current  national 
data  on  health  manpower  and  health  facilities.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  many  sections  show  data  by  State,  and  many 
tables  present  trend  data  on  manpower  and  facilities. 

The  1976-77  edition  has  new  sections  on  acupunc¬ 
ture  practitioners,  physician  extenders,  ambulatory 
surgical  centers,  and  kidney  dialysis  centers,  and  a 
description  of  the  Cooperative  Health  Statistics 
System  currently  being  established  in  participating 
States. 

Single  copies  of  Health  Resources  Statistics  are 
available  free  of  charge  from  the  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics,  Scientific  and  Technical  Informa¬ 
tion  Branch,  3700  East-West  Highway,  Hyattsville, 
Maryland  20782.  (ROBERT  WEINZIMER,  NATIONAL 
CENTER  FOR  HEALTH  STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (301) 
436-8500.) 

NATIONAL  DATA  BOOK  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Employment  and  Earnings,  United  States,  1909-78,  Bul¬ 
letin  1311-11  has  just  been  released  by  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics.  Based  on  the  establishment  survey, 
the  bulletin  contains  historical  data  at  the  national 
level  on  industry  employment,  hours,  earnings,  and 


labor  turnover.  All  series  are  shown  from  the  earliest 
date  of  availability  through  December  1978.  Data 
have  been  adjusted  to  March  1977  benchmarks  and 
are  recoded  to  definitions  in  the  1972  Standard  In¬ 
dustrial  Classification  Manual.  The  data  are  comparable 
to  those  appearing  in  the  periodical  Employment  and 
Earnings,  beginning  with  the  October  1978  issue  (Vol. 
25,  No.  10). 

Seasonally  adjusted  data  in  Bulletin  1312-11  reflect 
the  experience  through  May  1978,  and  are  shown 
from  the  earliest  date  of  availability  through 
December  1978. 

The  bulletin  may  be  purchased  for  $13  per  copy 
from  any  of  the  BLS  regional  offices  and  the  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Gloria  p.  Goings,  bureau  of  labor 
•STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR,  telephone  (202) 
523-1214.) 

CHANGES  IN  FACTFINDER  FOR  THE  NATION 
SERIES 

Several  Factfinders  have  been  updated  to  reflect 
changed  coverage  and  references  to  more  current 
publications.  The  new  editions,  issued  in  September 
and  October,  are  as  follows: 

CFF  No. 

5  (Rev.)  “Reference  Sources” 

9  (Rev.)  “Construction  Statistics” 

10  (Rev.)  “Retail  Trade  Statistics” 

11  (Rev.)  “Wholesale  Trade  Statistics” 

12  (Rev.)  “Statistics  on  Service  Industries” 

13  (Rev.)  “Transportation  Statistics” 

15  (Rev.)  “Statistics  on  Manufactures” 

16  (Rev.)  “Statistics  on  Mineral  Industries” 

19  (New)  “Enterprise  Statistics” 

Number  19  describes  the  Bureau’s  enterprise 
statistics  program,  which  involves  the  regrouping  of 
census  data  for  establishments  under  common 
ownership  or  control  in  order  to  show  various 
economic  characteristics  of  the  owning  or  controlling 
firms.  The  program’s  primary  contribution  to  the 
economic  analysis  of  U.S.  industrial  organization  lies 
in  its  unique  ability  to  relate  each  company’s  data 
directly  with  its  component  establishment  statistics. 
Separate  economic  census  data  about  central  ad¬ 
ministrative  offices  and  auxiliaries,  a  special  group  of 
establishments,  are  also  collected  and  published. 
These  establishments  are  primarily  engaged  in 
providing  centralized  management  and  supporting 
services  for  the  owning  company’s  other  establish¬ 
ments,  rather  than  for  other  firms  or  the  general 
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public.  Another  part  of  the  program  deals  with 
economic  census  data  pertaining  to  the  small  business 
sector. 

Each  of  the  Factfinders  listed  may  be  purchased  for 
$0.25  apiece  (with  a  25-percent  discount  on  orders  of 
IOC  copies  or  more  sent  to  a  single  address)  from 
Subscriber  Services,  Publications,  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  Washington,  D.C.  20233.  Single  copies  may 
be  obtained  from  Frederick  G.  Bohme.  (FREDERICK 
G.  BOHME,  DATA  USER  SERVICES  DIVISION,  BUFEAU 
OF  THE  CENSUS,  telephone  (301 )  763-7337.) 

UN  STATISTICAL  OFFICE  PUBLICATIONS 
RECENTLY  ISSUED 

The  following  briefly  describes  recent  publications 
issued  by  the  Statistical  Office  of  the  United  Nations. 
Copies  of  these  documents  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Sales  Section,  United  Nations,  New  York,  New  York 
10017.  When  ordering,  please  use  the  price  and  stock 
number  included  in  the  description.  Government 
agencies  should  request  the  discount  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  as  it  is  not  automatically  given. 

Methods  Used  in  Compiling  the  United  Nations  Price 
Indexes  for  Basic  Commodities  in  International  Trade 
(Statistical  Papers,  Series  M,  No.  29,  Rev.  2,  115  pp., 
UN  Sales  No.  E.  79.XVII.6,  $9.00).— This  publica¬ 
tion,  which  supersedes  one  published  in  1970, 
describes  the  methods  used  by  the  United  Nations 
Statistical  Office  in  the  compilation  of  indexes  of  the 
price  movement  of  primary  commodities  (raw  food 
and  raw  materials)  and  of  indexes  of  the  price  move¬ 
ment  of  non-ferrous  base  Inetals.  It  also  lists  the  in¬ 
dividual  price  series  that  enter  into  the  computation  of 
the  indexes  and  shows  shifts  in  the  importance  of  the 
trade  of  particular  commodities  or  groups  of  com¬ 
modities.  Historical  series  from  1950  to  1977  are  also 
included. 

Manual  on  Producers’  Price  Indices  for  Industrial  Goods 
(Statistical  Papers,  Series  M,  No.  66,  79  pp.,  UN  Sales 
No.  E.  79.XVII.11,  $7.00). — This  is  the  second  in  a 
series  of  manuals  on  various  practical  aspects  of  col¬ 


lecting  and  compiling  price  and  quantity  statistics 
within  the  over-all  framework  of  the  Guidelines  on  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  a  System  of  Price  and  Quantity  Statistics  (United 
Nations  publication.  Sales  No.  E.79.XVII.9).  The 
present  Manual  deals  with  statistics  of  producers’ 
prices  of  mining  and  manufacturing  output. 

Manual  on  National  Accounts  at  Constant  Prices 
(Statistical  Papers,  Series  M,  No.  64,  104  pp.,  UN 
Sales  No.  E.  79. XVII. 5,  $8.00). — This  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  manuals  on  specific  aspects  of  the  sources  and 
methodologies  of  gathering  and  compiling  statistics 
on  price  and  quantity,  requested  by  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Statistical  Commission  at  its  1976  session.  The 
present  Manual  brings  together  two  important  lines  of 
the  current  work  of  the  United  Nations  Statistical 
Office — the  development  of  national  accounts,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  price  and  quantity  statistics,  on  the 
other.  A  System  of  National  Accounts  (SNA)  (United  Na¬ 
tions  publication.  Sales  No.  E. 69. XVII. 3),  adopted  by 
the  Commission  in  1968,  discussed  how  SNA  could  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  quantity  and  price  comparisons; 
the  present  Manual  reviews  in  more  detail  the  various 
conceptual  problems  involved  and  gives  practical 
guidance  on  the  compilation  of  a  set  of  consistent  and 
balanced  accounts  at  constant  prices.  Guidelines  on 
Principles  of  a  System  of  Price  and  Quantity  Statistics 
(United  Nations  publication.  Sales  No.  E.77.XVII.9), 
recommended  by  the  Commission  in  1976  for  global 
use,  outlined  an  interrelated  framework  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  and  compilation  of  elementary  series,  aggregates 
and  index  numbers  of  prices  and  quantities.  The 
recommendations  contained  in  the  present  Manual 
represent  an  elaboration  of  that  part  of  the  over-all 
framework  that  relates  to  the  data  required  for 
national  accounts. 

Sample  Surveys  of  Current  Interest  (Statistical  Papers, 
Series  C,  No.  14,  218  pp.,  UN  Sales  No.  E.79.XVII.2, 
$15.00). — This  is  the  thirteenth  report  in  this  series.  It 
describes  126  sample  surveys  carried  out  in  56 
countries.  In  the  annex  to  the  report,  the  surveys  are 
classified  by  subject  and  arranged  alphabetically  by 
geographical  area. 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Bureau  of  the  Census'.  Barbara  A.  Bailar  has  been  designated 
Acting  Associate  Director  for  Statistical  Standards  and 
Methodology.  Robert  BartraM  has  been  designated  Chief, 
International  Statistical  Programs  Center.  Karl  K.  Kindel  has 
been  designated  Assistant  Chief  for  Surveys  and  Evaluation,  Inter¬ 
national  Statistical  Programs  Center.  Rameswar  P.  Chakrabarty 
has  been  designated  Chief,  Supplements  and  One-Time  Surveys 
Branch,  Statistical  Methods  Division. 

The  following  staff  assignments  have  been  made  in  the 
Demographic  Surveys  Division:  Robert  N.  Tinari  is  designated 
Chief,  National  Crime  Surveys  Branch,  Edward  F.  Knowles, 
Assistant  Division  Chief  for  Periodic  Surveys,  and  CHESTER  E. 
Bowie,  Chief,  National  Prisoner  Statistics  Branch. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service:  STEPHEN  SCHROFFEL, 
formerly  Assistant  Chief,  Statistics  Branch,  has  been  designated  as 
Chief,  Statistics  Branch. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

Employment  and  Training  Administration'.  CHARLES  F.  MUELLER, 
Assistant  Professor,  Simmons  College,  has  joined  the  Division  of 
Labor  Market  Information  as  an  Economist  for  a  period  of  one  year 


under  the  Brookings  Employment  Policy  Fellowhip  Program.  Sam 
M.  Hirabayashi,  formerly  Director  for  the  Employment  Security 
Automation  Project,  is  now  Chief,  Division  of  Labor  Market  Infor¬ 
mation. 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 

William  Cleveland,  formerly  a  Visiting  Scholar  from  Duke 
University  who  was  on  loan  to  the  Census  Bureau,  has  joined  the 
staff  as  a  Statistician  in  the  Special  Studies  Section.  Edward 
Offenbacher,  Ph.D  from  the  University  of  Chicago,  has  joined  the 
staff  as  a  Economist  in  the  Econometric  and  Computer  Applica¬ 
tions  Section.  Garry  Schinasi,  Ph.D.  from  Columbia  University 
has  joined  the  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Special  Studies  Section. 
Glenn  Canner,  Ph.D  from  Brown  University  has  joined  the 
Board’s  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Financial  Structure  Section. 
Frederick  Jensen,  Ph.D  candidate  from  the  University  of  Iowa  has 
joined  the  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Banking  Section.  James 
Glassman.  Ph.D  from  Northwestern  has  joined  the  staff  as  an 
Economist  in  the  Wages,  Prices,  and  Productivity  Section. 
Lawrence  Slifman.  formerly.  Chief  of  the  Wages,  Prices  and 
Productivity  Section,  has  been  transferred  to  the  position  as  Chief  of 
the  National  Income  Section  to  replace  Stephen  Roach  who  is 
resigning.  EDWARD  Me  Kelvey  has  been  transferred  and  promoted 
from  the  Econometric  and  Computer  Applications  Section  to 
replace  Mr.  Slifman  as  Chief  of  the  Wages,  Prices,  and  Productivity 
Section. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR  PRINCIPAL 
FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

November  1979 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsible  for 
the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  Federal 
Government  are  given  below.  These  are  target  dates  that 
will  be  met  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Occasionally  agencies 
may  be  able  to  release  data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced 
by  unavoidable  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or 
more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  month 


covering  release  dates  for  the  following  month.  The  in¬ 
dicators  are  identified  by  the  title  of  the  releases  in 
which  they  are  included;  the  source  agency;  and  the 
release  identification  number  where  applicable. 
Beginning  with  this  schedule,  the  Business  Conditions 
Digest  series  numbers  will  no  longer  be  shown. 
Release  date  information  for  additional  series  can  be 
found  in  publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 


Date  Subject  Data  for 

November  1  Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release), 

Census,  C-30 . September 

1  Money  Stock  Measures,Federal  Reserve 

Board  (FRB),  508  . Week  Ending  October  24 

1  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  October  31 

1  Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release).  Bureau 

of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  . October 

1  Merchandise  trade,  Balance  of  Payments 

Basis,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  (BEA) . 3Q’79 

2  The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release),  BLS . October 

6  Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A . September 

6  Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  421 . September 

6  Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices, 

FRB,  415 . October 

7  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release). 

Census,  BW . September 

7  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  October  31 

8  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  . Week  Ending  October  31 
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V 


Date 


Subject 


Data  for 


November 


8  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  November  7 


9  Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census . October 

9  Crop  Production,  Agriculture . November  1 

13  Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales, 

Census . September 

13  Supply  Demand  Estimates, 


Agriculture  . Current  Marketing  Season 

14  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  November  7 

15  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB, 

508 . Week  Ending  November  7 

15  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  November  14 


15  Food  Assistance  Program  Results, 

Agriculture  . September 

15  Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year 

Mortgages,  HUD . November  1 

16  Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  414 . October 

19  Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization, 

FRB,  402  . October 

1 9  Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20 . October 

19  Personal  Income, BEA . October 

20  Gross  National  Product  (Revised),  BEA  . 3Q79 

21  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  November  14 

20  Corporate  Profits,  BEA . 3Q79 

21  Federal  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  NIA 

Basis,  BEA  . 3Q79 

23  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  .  .  .  .Week  Ending  November  14 

23  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 


FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  November  23 

23  Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’ 


Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release), 

Census,  M3-1  . October 

23  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury, 

Bulletin . September 

27  Real  Earnings  (Press  release),  BLS  . October 

27  Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS . October 

28  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 


FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  November  21 

29  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  November  28 


October  7979 
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Datf  Subject  Data  for 

November  29  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  .  .  .  .Week  Ending  November  21 

29  Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census, 

FT-900 . October 

30  Work  Stoppages  (Press  release),  BLS . October 

30  Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS . October 

30  Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA . October 

30  Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture  . Mid-November 


For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Subscription  Price:  $13.00  domestic  postpaid;  $3.25  additional  foreign 


Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
mailing. 
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INDISPENSABLE 

for  those  who  make  their  living  numbers' 

Basic  economic  data 
from  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 


A  must  for  GNP  data  users. 


A  must  for  business  cycle  analysts. 


ENTER  MY  SUBSCRIPTION  TO 
Survey  of  Current  Business. 

Annual  subscription:  Domestic;  $22.00  second  class:  $35.00  first  class;  Foreign;  $27.50> 
Weekly  Business  Statistics. 

Annual  subscription:  Domestic:  $22.00  first  class:  Foreign:  $27.50 . 

Business  Conditions  Digest. 

Annual  subscription:  Domestic:  $40.00  first  class;  Foreign:  $50.00 . 


SURVEY  WEEKLY  BUSINESS 

CURRENT  BUSINESS.  BUSINESS  STATISTICS.  CONDITIO] 

The  journal  of  record  and  A  weekly  updating  service  for  The  Wall  St 

research  of  the  Bureau  of  data  that  appear  in  the  it  was  “the  sii 

Economic  Analysis.  statistical  (blue)  pages  of  the  government  p 

_  .  ,  j  ,  Survey  of  Current  Business.  the  opinion  o 

Published  monthly.  PublUhed  weekly.  mmlysts.”  (V 

U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  Published  mo 


BUSINESS  STATISTICS. 

A  weekly  updating  service  for 
data  that  appear  in  the 
statistical  (blue)  pages  of  the 
Survey  of  Current  Business. 
Published  weekly. 

Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 


BUSINESS 
CONDITIONS  DIGEST. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  said 
it  was  “the  single  most  useful 
government  publication,  in 
the  opinion  of  many 
analysts.”  (March  21,  1977) 

Published  monthly. 


Order  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Telephone  order  desk:  (202)  783-3238 
Governement  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 

Charge  to  DEPOSIT  ACCOUNT,  MASTER  CHARGE,  VISA 


NAME -FIRST,  LAST 


COMPANY  NAME  OR  ADDITIONAL  ADDRESS  LINE 


□  RemMance  Enclosed 

(Make  check*  payable 
to  Superintendent  of 
Document*) 

r~l  Charge  to  my  Deposit 
Account  No. 


MAIL  ORDER  FORM  TO: 

Superintendent  of  Documents 
Government  Printing  Office 
Washington.  D.C.  20402 


24  Hour  CPI  Mailgram  Service 


Consumer  Price  Index  data  now  are  available  by  mail- 
gram  within  24  hours  of  the  CPI  release.  The  new  service 
is  being  offered  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  through 
the  National  Technical  Information  Service  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce. 

The  CPI  MAILGRAM  service  provides  unadjusted  and 
seasonally  adjusted  data  both  for  the  All  Urban  Consumers 


(CPI-U)  and  for  the  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W)  Indexes  as  shown  on  the  CPI-U  sample 
page  below.  The  unadjusted  data  include  the  current 
month’s  index  and  the  percent  changes  from  12  months 
ago  and  one  month  ago.  The  seasonaUy  adjusted  data  are 
the  percent  changes  from  one  month  ago. 


CONSUMER  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  ALL  URBAN  CONSUMERS 

(CPI-U) 

:  U.S.  CITY 

AVERAGE  (  1967:  100) 

UNADJ 

UNADJUSTED 

S 

ADJ 

GROUP 

INDEX 

PER  CHG 

PER  CHG 

PER 

CHG 

MAY 

FROM  12 

FROM  1 

FROM  1 

1979 

MO  AGO 

MO  AGO 

MO 

AGO 

ALL  ITEMS 

214.1 

10.8 

1.2 

1  .  1 

ALL  ITEMSC 1957-59=100) 

249.0 

- 

* 

- 

FOOD  AND  BEVERAGES 

228.2 

11.2 

.8 

.7 

FOOD 

234.3 

11.4 

.  9 

.  7 

FOOD  AT  HOME 

233.4 

11.3 

.  7 

.5 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 

216.2 

9.5 

.8 

1  .  0 

MEATS,  POULTRY,  FISH,  AND  EGGS 

242.2 

19.4 

.  9 

.  1 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

293.8 

11.1 

.  7 

.8 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

226.8 

3.4 

.  1 

-.2 

FOOD  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

241.1 

11.7 
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